
 
 

 

P R O V I D E N C E ,  R H O D E  I S L A N D  

 

ADVENT SUNDAY                                                                                                      1 December 2024 

SOLEMN MASS WITH LITANY IN PROCESSION 

Missa ‘Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland’ 

Johann Caspar Ferdinand Fischer (1656–1746) 

VOLUNTARY  

     Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645                  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)                                                                

THE GREAT LITANY  

¶ For the musical setting of the Great Litany, please turn to S-67 in the blue hymnal.  
 

 God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth, 

Have mercy upon us. 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

Have mercy upon us. 

O God the Holy Ghost, Sanctifier of the faithful, 

Have mercy upon us. 

O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, one God, 

Have mercy upon us. 

Remember not, Lord Christ, our offenses, nor the offenses of our forefathers; neither 
reward us according to our sins. Spare us, good Lord, spare thy people, whom thou hast 
redeemed with thy most precious blood, and by thy mercy preserve us for ever. 

Spare us, good Lord. 
 

From all evil and wickedness; from sin; from the crafts and assaults of the devil; and from 

everlasting damnation, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

From all blindness of heart; from pride, vainglory, and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, and 
malice; and from all want of charity, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

O 



 
 

From all inordinate and sinful affections; and from all the deceits of the world, the flesh, 
and the devil, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism; from hardness of heart, and contempt of thy 
Word and commandment, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

From lightning and tempest; from earthquake, fire, and flood; from plague, pestilence, 
and famine, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

From all oppression, conspiracy, and rebellion; from violence, battle, and murder; and 
from dying suddenly and unprepared, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

By the mystery of thy holy Incarnation; by thy holy Nativity, and submission to the Law; 

by thy Baptism, Fasting, and Temptation, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

By thine Agony and Bloody Sweat; by thy Cross  and Passion; by thy precious Death 
and Burial; by thy glorious Resurrection and Ascension; and by the Coming of the Holy 
Ghost, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death, and in 
the day of judgment, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

We sinners do beseech thee to hear us, O Lord God; and that it may please thee to rule 

and govern thy holy Church Universal in the right way, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to illumine all bishops, priests, and deacons, with true knowledge 
and understanding of thy Word; and that both by their preaching and living, they may 
set it forth, and show it accordingly, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to bless and keep all thy people, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to send forth laborers into thy harvest, and to draw all mankind 
into thy kingdom, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 



 
 

That it may please thee to give to all people increase of grace to hear and receive thy 
Word, and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to bring into the way of truth all such as have erred, and are 
deceived, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to give us a heart to love and fear thee, and diligently to live after 
thy commandments, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee so to rule the hearts of thy servants, the President of the United 
States and all others in authority, that they may above all things seek thy honor and 
glory, that they may do justice, and love mercy, and walk in the ways of truth, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to make wars to cease in all the world; to give to all nations unity, 
peace, and concord; and to bestow freedom upon all peoples, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to show thy pity upon all prisoners and captives, the homeless 
and the hungry, and all who are desolate and oppressed, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to give and preserve to our use the bountiful fruits of the earth, 
so that in due time all may enjoy them, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to inspire us, in our several callings, to do the work which thou 

givest us to do with singleness of heart as thy servants, and for the common good, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to preserve all who are in danger by reason of their labor or their 
travel. 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to preserve, and provide for, all women in childbirth, young 

children and orphans, the widowed, and all whose homes are broken or tom by strife, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to visit the lonely; to strengthen all who suffer in mind, body, 
and spirit; and to comfort with thy presence those who are failing and infirm, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 



 
 

That it may please thee to support, help, and comfort all who are in danger, necessity. 
and tribulation, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to have mercy upon all mankind, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to give us true repentance; to forgive us all our sins, negligences, 
and ignorances; and to endue us with the grace of thy Holy Spirit to amend our lives 
according to thy holy Word, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to tum 
their hearts, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to strengthen such as do stand; to comfort and help the weak-

hearted; to raise up those who fall; and finally to beat down Satan under our feet, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to grant to all the faithful  departed eternal life and peace, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

That it may please thee to grant that, in the fellowship of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Blessed Stephen our patron, and all the saints, we may attain to thy heavenly kingdom, 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 

Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us. 

Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us. 
 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

Have mercy upon us. 
 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

Have mercy upon us. 
 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

Grant us thy peace. 
 

O Christ, hear us. 

O Christ, hear us. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

 



 
 

COLLECT OF  THE DAY  

 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

 People And with thy spirit. 

 Celebrant Let us pray. 

lmighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and 
put upon us the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which 

thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when 

he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee 

and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD  

 ¶ Please be seated. 

THE FIRST  LE SSON                                                                            Zechariah 14:4–9 

n the day of the Lord his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives which lies 

before Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two 
from east to west by a very wide valley; so that one half of the Mount shall 
withdraw northward, and the other half southward. And the valley of my 

mountains shall be stopped up, for the valley of the mountains shall touch the side 
of it; and you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziʹah king 
of Judah. Then the LORD your God will come, and all the holy ones with him. On 
that day there shall be neither cold nor frost. And there shall be continuous day 

(it is known to the LORD), not day and not night, for at evening time there shall 
be light. On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to 
the eastern sea and half of them to the western sea; it shall continue in summer as 

in winter. And the LORD will become king over all the earth; on that day the LORD 
will be one and his name one.  

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 

 People Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  50:1–6   Deus deorum                                                   Sarah MacDonald (b. 1968) 

he LORD, even the most mighty God, hath spoken : and called the world, from                         

   the rising up of the sun, unto the going down thereof. 
Out of Sion hath God appeared : 
     in perfect beauty. 

Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence : 
     there shall go before him a consuming fire, and a mighty tempest shall be stirred     
     up round about him. 
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He shall call the heaven from above : 
     and the earth, that he may judge his people. 

Gather my saints together unto me : 
     those that have made a covenant with me with sacrifice. 
And the heaven shall declare his righteousness : 

     for God is Judge himself. 

THE EPISTLE                             1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 

hat thanksgiving can we render to God for you, for all the joy which we 
feel for your sake before our God, praying earnestly night and day that we 

may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? Now may our 

God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you; and may the 
Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all men, as we 
do to you, so that he may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness before our 

God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

Subdeacon The Word of the Lord. 

                    People        Thanks be to God. 

ALLELUIA   Ostende                                                                                                     TONE VI                                                                                

¶ Intoned by the cantor, then sung by all 

 

 V.   Shew us thy mercy, O Lord: and grant us thy salvation. 

     R.   Alleluia. 

THE HOLY  GOS PEL                                                        Luke 21:25–31 

 Deacon The Lord be with you. 

 People And with thy spirit. 

 Deacon The Holy Gospel  of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

 People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

esus said, “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and upon the earth 
distress of nations in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves, men 
fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world; for the 

powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to 
take place, look up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees;  as soon as they 
come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near.  
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So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God 
is near.” 

  Deacon    The Gospel of the Lord. 

                 People    Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

SERMON                          The Rev’d Fr. Benjamin Straley 

THE NICE NE  CREE D   ¶ Sung by all to S-103 in the hymnal.  

I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
    the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
    God of God, Light of Light, 
    very God of very God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    being of one substance with the Father; 
    by whom all things were made; 
  who for us men and for our salvation 
        came down from heaven, 

  and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, (Genuflect or 

      and was made man;       bow) 

  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered and was buried; 
  and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
  and ascended into heaven, 
  and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory, 
        to judge both the quick and the dead; 
  whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,  
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; 

    who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
    who spake by the Prophets. 
    And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; 
    and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 

         and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 



 
 

THE PE ACE  

 Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

 People And with thy spirit. 

¶ The Celebrant begins the Offertory with a sentence of scripture after which the people sit.  

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST  

¶ At the Offertory, we gratefully offer back to God a portion of what God has given us, symbolically 

in the bread and wine, and in the money we give. To make an electronic gift today, please either 

visit sstephens.org/give  or scan the QR code below.  

OFFERTORY ANT IPHON  Ad te levavi                                                                TONE II                                            

nto thee, O Lord, lift I up my soul; O my God, in thee have I trusted, let me 
not be confounded: neither let mine enemies triumph over me; for all they 

that look for thee shall not be ashamed. 

AT THE OFFERTOR Y                                                              William Byrd (c. 1534–1623) 
ætentur cœli, et exultet terra. Jubilate montes laudem, quia Dominus noster 
veniet, et pauperum suorum miserebitur. Orietur in diebus tuis justitia et 

abundantia pacis. 

Let the heavens be glad and let the earth rejoice. Let the mountains be joyful with 

praise, because our Lord will come, and will show mercy to his poor. In his time shall 

the righteous flourish; yea, and abundance of peace. 
    TEXT: Sarum Respond for Advent   

¶ All stand for the hymn as the offering is brought forward and the gifts, altar, & people 

are censed. 

HYMN 61                           WACHET AUF 

ORATE,  FR ATRES  

 Celebrant Pray, brothers and sisters, that this my sacrifice and yours may be 

acceptable to God the Father Almighty. 

 People May the Lord receive this sacrifice at thy hands, to the praise and 

glory of his Name, both to our benefit and that of all his holy 
Church. 
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SURSUM CORDA  

  Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

 People   And with thy spirit.  

 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  

 People We lift them up unto the Lord. 

 Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

 People   It is meet and right so to do. 

t is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in 
all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting 

God, because thou didst send thine beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, 
and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in 

power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice 
to behold his appearing.  

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 

laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

SANCTUS  ET BENE DICTUS   ¶ Sung by the choir

anctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Domine 
Deus Sabaoth: Pleni sunt cæli et 

terra gloria tua. Hosanna in excelsis. 
Benedictus  qui venit in nomine 
Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 

Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

Blessed  is he that cometh in the 

name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest.

EUCHAR ISTIC  PRAYER   ¶ All kneel.  

lmighty God, our heavenly Father, we give thanks unto thee for the 
goodness and love which thou hast revealed unto us in creation; in the         
 calling of Israel as thine own people; in thy Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, thy Son Jesus Christ. For in the 

fulness of time thou didst send him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, thou hast delivered us from evil 
and made us worthy to stand before thee. In him, thou hast brought us out of 

error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 

he had given thanks unto thee, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
“Take, eat,  
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THIS IS MY BODY, 
WHICH IS GIVEN FOR YOU. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; 

FOR THIS IS MY BLOOD 

OF THE NEW COVENANT, WHICH IS SHED FOR YOU 
AND FOR MANY FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS. 

Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

¶ Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

¶ The Celebrant continues  

And we offer unto thee, O Father, this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
presenting unto thee from thy creation, O Lord of all, this bread and this cup. 

We beseech thee, gracious Father, to send thy Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the New 
Covenant. Unite us to thy Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through 

him,  being sanctified  by the Holy Spirit. At the last day, put all things in 
subjection under thy Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with 
the ever Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Stephen our patron, and all thy saints, we 

may enter into the everlasting heritage of thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and 

glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 



 

THE LORD’S  PRAY ER  
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

THE BR EAKIN G OF  BREAD   

 Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us:  

 People Therefore let us keep the feast. 

PRAYER OF  HUMBL E AC CESS  
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the 
same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the Flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 
his Blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his Body, and our souls 
washed through his most precious Blood, and that we may evermore dwell in 
him, and he in us. Amen. 

THE INV ITAT ION:  ECCE AGNUS DEI  

 Celebrant Behold  the Lamb of God; behold him that taketh away the sins of 

the world.  

 People Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: 

but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed. 



 

THE ADMINISTRAT ION  OF HOLY  COMMUNION  
Please come forward to the altar rail and then return to your pew via the passageway on the 

right. If you are unable to come forward, communion can be brought to you in your pew. All 

baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Eucharist at the Lord’s Table. Gluten-free 

wafers are available. If you are not receiving, you are invited to come forward for a blessing 

(indicated by crossing your arms over your chest). If you have not been baptized and find 

yourself drawn to Jesus Christ and life in him, please let one of our clergy know. We would 

be honored to have a conversation with you about baptism or answer any other questions. 

Baptism and life in the Body of Christ is open to all. 

AGNUS  DEI  ¶ Sung by the choir. 

gnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, Miserere nobis.  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, Miserere nobis.  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, Dona nobis pacem. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

COMMUN ION  ANT IPHON   Dominus dabit                                                                   TONE 1 

The Lord shall shew loving kindness: and our land shall give her increase. 

HYMN 66                                                                                                                                 STUTTGART 

THE CLOSING RITE  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER    ¶ All kneel.  

 Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost 
feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious 
Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby 
of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members 
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all 
faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. 
And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy 
grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good 
works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 
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THE BLESSING  

        Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

 People And with thy Spirit. 

ay the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from 
before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the  Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

DISMISSAL   ¶ All stand.  

 Deacon  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

            People     Thanks be to God.  

VOLUNTARY    

   Hymnus de Adventu Domini: Veni redemptor gentium       Samuel Scheidt (1587–1654)

¶  Please join us for Coffee Hour. All are welcome. 
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